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presence of DG ECHO
humanitarian aid partners
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Abstract

South Korea’s Reconstruction ODA: Possible Strategies
and Contributions to the Ukrainian Reconstruction

Jisun Yi
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

The Yoon Suk-yeol administration’s $23 billion Ukraine assistance plan is poised to reshape
domestic development cooperation policy. This report aims to outline an ODA strategy
towards Ukraine to boost our reconstruction support. It begins by examining international
discourse on post-war reconstruction and then delves into Ukraine’s unique reconstruction
needs and priorities. Drawing from international norms and our development cooperation
characteristics, the report proposes a tailored reconstruction ODA strategy for South Korea.
Despite our adherence to international norms, venturing into the emerging field of
‘reconstruction ODA’ presents opportunities for strategic differentiation: first, clearly
defining South Korea’s role as a ‘global pivotal state’ and prioritizing ‘national interests’
beyond short-term gains; second, exploring ways to link short-term emergency aid with
long-term reconstruction projects and peace-building efforts; third, establishing a ‘value—
and experience-based reconstruction ODA’ rooted in freedom, democracy, and solidarity;
and fourth, implementing a comprehensive operational system for reconstruction ODA
management. Looking ahead, the South Korean government aims to advance its
development cooperation policy by actively participating in Ukraine’s reconstruction,
fulfilling South Korea's role as a global pivotal state contributing to international peace and

security.

Keywords: post—war reconstruction, ODA, development cooperation, development-security

nexus, Ukrainian reconstruction, integration, EU, humanitarian aid
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