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Abstract

The Impact of “the Law on the State Policy on Nuclear
Forces” on North Korea's Response to South Korea—U.S.
Joint Exercises

Bomi Kim
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

Since September 2022, North Korea has been conducting high—intensity asymmetric
military drills during South Korea—US joint exercises. These drills, which range from simple
weapons tests to targeted and intensive drills, are closely related to the announcement of
“the Law on the State Policy on Nuclear Forces” on September 8, 2022. North Korea
conducts counter-response drills during South Korea—US joint exercises to exhibit its
bellicosity and resolve not to back down, signaling its realization of the aggressive nuclear
posture enshrined in the law. Through these drills, North Korea not only seeks to augment
its practical capabilities, but also to highlight the obstruction of US strategic assets entering
the East Sea and the offensive nature of the South Korea—US joint exercises, in the hope
of deterring or delaying the joint exercises.

North Korea's high-intensity provocations are likely to continue during future South Korea—
US joint exercises. This is because North Korea has not been officially recognized as a
nuclear power and is therefore unlikely to be content with its current military capabilities.
Additionally, North Korea's leaders are likely to continue using military provocations to
signal their resolve and strength to South Korea and the United States.

South Korea’s efforts to establish a strategic command, strengthen the Korean-style
three—axis system, operate the NCG, and enhance US—Korea cooperation are expected to

counter North Korea's aggressive intentions. However, it is important to note that North

| 15 |



Korea has a history of escalating its provocations in response to perceived threats.
Therefore, it is possible that North Korea’s high—intensity provocations could lead to further

destabilization of the Korean Peninsula.

Keywords: North Korea, Kim Jong Un, tactical nuclear weapons, South Korea—US joint exercise,

the Law on the State Policy on Nuclear Forces
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