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Abstract

US Withdrawal from Afghanistan and Implications

for US-China Relationship and Korean Peninsula

Park Byung-Kwang
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

This report aims to examine the development and characteristics of the situation in
Afghanistan following the withdrawal of US troops. It also aims to draw our considerations
and the impact of US withdrawal on US-China relations and the Korean Peninsula. The US
invasion of Afghanistan was to win the war on terrorism by eliminating Al-Qaeda and Osama
Bin Laden. After declaring victory in the war, the United States shifted its strategic goal of
eliminating terrorist bases to local stabilization. However, it revealed limitations in tactics and
operations for stabilization, revealed problems in partnership with the local government, and
lacked preparations for stabilization, which ultimately resulted in a failed war. Meanwhile,
China is gradually strengthening its role and presence in Afghanistan due to the absence of
the United States. Although China ostensibly welcomes the withdrawal of US troops from
Afghanistan, China is concerned about the solidarity between the Taliban and the Xinjiang
Uyghur separatists. China is paying close attention to the political topography of Afghanistan

right now due to the unpredictability of the regional situation surrounding Afghanistan in




INSS

E-‘—I'EEI'. December 2021. No. 149

Abstract

the future. With the US withdrawal from Afghanistan as an opportunity, China not only
expands its influence in the Middle East, but also seeks to use it as an opportunity to occupy
a leading position in the competition for influence in Northeast Asia. The US withdrawal from
Afghanistan is having a significant ripple effect on South Korea as well. First of all, the issue
of trust in the US's allied defense commitment to South Korea is being raised. At the same
time, South Korea's burden of responsibility for the alliance is being raised, and the burden
of deepening its involvement in the US-China hegemony competition in the future is also
increasing. In addition, domestically, there is a possibility that the national opinion may be
divided due to the increase in the influx of various migrants and refugees in the future. There
are concerns about the possibility that US interest in North Korea policy may weaken due to

the chaos caused by the US withdrawal from Afghanistan.

Keywords: Afghanistan, US Withdrawal, US-China Relationship, Al-Qaeda, Terrorism
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