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Abstract

The 8th Congress of the Workers' Party and North Korean Politics:

Appraisals and Perspectives

[I-Gi, Kim
Jae-Byung, Chae
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

This strategic report analyzes changes in North Korean politics by dividing them into
governing ideology, strategic approach, and power structure based on the 8th Congress of
the Worker's Party and subsequent meetings. First, we evaluate North Korean politics up to
the first half and foresee the second half, analyzing the 8th Party Congress. Then, considering
governing ideology, strategic approach, and power structure as overall frameworks that
define the North Korean political system, we focus on the continuation and change at the
8th Party Congress. This report finds that the governing ideology, strategic approach, and
power structure will continue and presents evaluations and prospects focusing on how the
policy will be in the political area. After the 8th Congress, North Korea has pursued two
primary policy goals in the political area. The first is political support for the first year of the

Five-Year Economic Development Plan. The second is to strengthen Kim Jong-un's monolithic
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rules for regime stabilization and establish a state management system centered on the
Workers' Party. In the future, North Korean politics will continue to hold meetings related
to party and state organizations to encourage the achievements of the “Five-Year Plan.”
In addition, North Korean politics will likely take action for executives who have failed to
achieve goals. Meanwhile, the North Korean government may experience reshuffling for the
national organizations, which has been delayed in the second half of this year. Thus, we can
expect North Korea to struggle in internal and external environments, making it challenging
to improve and presenting insufficient time to see results. However, there is a possibility
that punishment of the executives and continued mobilization of the residents will lead to

undesirable results of dissatisfaction from the people at the same time.

Keywords: the 8th Congress of the Workers' Party, North Korean Politics, Governing ideology, Strategic approach,
Power structure
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