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Abstract

North Korean Foreign Policy after the Establishment of the Biden Administration:

Focusing on its Policy toward the U.S.

Zeno Ahn
Sangkeun Lee

(Institute for National Security Strategy)

Even after the establishment of the Biden administration, North Korea’s foreign policy
goals can be summarized as strengthening the power base of Kim Jong Un, eliminating
external osbtacles to economic development, securing an upper hand in inter-Korean
relations, securing its status as a nuclear power, and gaining international support. This article
examines North Korean foreign policy at a time when the overall direction of the Biden
administration’s policy toward North Korea has been made clear. The Biden administration
is expected to pursue a strategy of denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula, which is the
middle-ground of the strategic patience approach of the Obama administration and a grand
bargain that President Trump pursued. It does not seem like it will rush negotiations through
pre-emptive concessions while trying to have a dialogue with North Korea, and the possibility
of it maintaining North Korea’s nuclear freeze as a priority target is high. In response to

this stance, North Korea will try to induce concessions from the U.S. by strengthening its




INSS

He=rE Tl July 2021.No. 125

Abstract

nuclear capabilities while continuing its war of nerves with the U.S. and will put in efforts
toward gaining the de facto status of a nuclear power in the course of future negotiations.
For this, it is expected to show off how the North Korean regime is undiminished despite
the economic sanctions. On the other hand, it will further strengthen its relations with
China and Russia, which may also strengthen the trilateral cooperation between the three
countries against the U.S. In inter-Korean relations, it may attempt to weaken the South
Korea-U.S. alliance by somewhat softening its tough stance. In response to this, the South
Korean government must continue to persuade North Korea to return to the U.S.-North Korea
dialogue based on close coopertative ties with the U.S., which were verified through the South
Korea-U.S. summit held in May of this year. South Korea must also come up with its own
plan regarding the conditions of the negotiations that will be offered to North Korea in each
phase of denuclearization and consult the U.S. about this. There is also a necessity to develop
situation-management-type and crisiss-management-type policies towards North Korea to
prepare for a prolonged deadlock in U.S.-North Korea talks. In addition, South Korea have
to actively conduct diplomacy with China, to prevent North Korea from jumping on the U.S.-

China conflict and confronting the U.S.

Keywords: North Korea, foreign policy, policy towards the U.S., North Korea-U.S. negotiations, denuclearization,
Biden administration
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