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1) Stephen M. Walt, “A World Less Open, Prosperous, and Free,” https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/03/20/world—order—
after—coroanvirus—pandemic/ (accessed: March 20, 2020).
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3) Tan Bremmer, “The ‘Strongmen Era’ Is Here. Here's What It Means for You,” Time, May 3, 2018.
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4) Brenda Goh, “Most U.S. Firms Have No Plans to Leave China due to Coronavirus: Survey,” Reuters, April 17, 2020,
https://www.reuters.com/article/us—health—coronavirus—china—business/most—u-s—firms—have—no-plans—to—leave—
china—due—to—coronavirus—survey—idUSKBN21Z08K (accessed: August 2, 2020).

5) Mireya Solis, “The Post COVID-19 World: Economic Nationalism Trimphant?” Brookings Institution, https://www.
brookings.edu/blog/order—from-chaos/2020/07/10/the-post—covid—19-world—economic—nationalism—triumphant/
(accessed: August 2, 2020).
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12) mpolZ el “F 2149, H&+ SHA skl Q1w https://mn.kbs.co.kr/news/view.do?ncd=4458351 (A4 20209 8Y
319).

13) United Nations Secretary—General, “Secretary—General's Nelson Mandela Lecture: Tackling the Inequality Pandemic: A
New Social Contract for a New Era,” https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2020—-07-18/secretary—
generals—nelson—mandela—lecture-~%F2%80%9Ctackling—the—inequality—pandemic—new—social —contract—for—new—
era%E2%80%9D~delivered (accessed: August 31, 2020).

14) Fred Deveaux, “Democracy Perception Index—2020,” https://daliaresearch.com/blog/democracy—perception—index—
2020/ (accessed: July 6, 2020).
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17) Kevin Rudd, “The Coming Post~COVID Anarchy,” https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united —states/2020-05-06/
coming—post—covid—anarchy (accessed: July 6, 2020).
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Abstract

Post COVID-19 International Order And the Future of Multilateral Cooperation

Ki-Young Sung
Soo-hyung Lee

(Institute for National Security Strategy)

In the post COVID-19 international order, uncertainties are expected to escalate and
strategic autonomy of an individual country will increase with the spread of national
selfishness. With the role of a global leader missing, it also heralds the emergence of pivotal
nations in regions. However, the form of the post-corona multilateral order is difficult to
achieve international consensus in the near future, and will be shaped by whether and how
seriously the second pandemic occurs. A ‘New Normal’ after the COVID-19 is expected to
imply a new type of globalization rather than retreat to the era before globalization. There
is also a possibility that a two-level international system will be emerged where a wider
international group responding global human security threats and a smaller group of like-
minded democracies coexist. What is clear is that a new international order promoting
multilateral cooperation in non-traditional security areas such as economy, healthcare and
information will emerge rather than traditional security issues. To overcome these challenges,

South Korea's diplomacy should enhance its ability to respond to new security threats and
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draw up a master plan based on the vision of a post-corona leading nation in the multilateral
process of international cooperation. South Korea should also significantly strengthen middle-
power diplomacy while actively participating in rebuilding the post-Corona international
governance including economy and security, beyond the healthcare and medical sectors,

thereby cultivating its ability to hedge U.S.-China strategic competition.

Keywords: post COVID-19, national selfishness, multilateralism, middle-power diplomacy
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