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Abstract

US-China Hegemony Competition and South Korea’s Policy Directions

The world is now watching the beginning of the hegemony war between the United States
and China. The new hegemony war of the 21st century is characterized by a confrontation
surrounding the rule of international norm and order to avoid the danger of the destruction
of the two rivals by total war. China believes that the current trade war is in fact the US de-
clared war on China, not just a dispute over trade and commerce. China says it wants equal,
mutually beneficial and sincere negotiations with the US, and it will never yield to unilateral
and irrational pressure. The economic friction between the US and China, which began with
the tariffs war, has already turned into a technology war. In the near future, it will rapidly ex-
pand to exchange rates, defense, and security. As the competition for hegemony between
the US and China intensifies, South Korea's dilemma will increase. South Korea needs to rec-
ognize that the US-China trade dispute is not a short term issue but a long-standing ‘prelude
of hegemony competition’. As a middle power country, South Korea needs to make clear its
strategic national interests. And the South Korean government also needs to organize a pro-

fessional team at the Blue House to deal with the problems arising from US-China conflicts.

Keywords: confrontation, hegemony, tariffs war, US-China relations
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