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Abstract

Reshaping the Alliance Order in Northeast Asia:
The ROK-US, DPRK-China, and DPRK-Russia Cases

Kyoung-Seok Ha, Hyunjeong Yoo, Seho Jang
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

Northeast Asia is witnessing the simultaneous modernization of the ROK-US alliance,
strategic readjustment of the DPKR-China alliance, and restoration of the DPRK-Russia
alliance. These developments reflect “alliance modernization,” as each alliance adjusts its
roles, areas of cooperation, and geographic scope in response to US-China strategic
competition, North Korea's advancing nuclear and missile capabilities, and the war in Ukraine.
The ROK-US alliance is expanding South Korea's defense leadership and strategic autonomy
while strengthening nuclear, technological, industrial, and regional cooperation. China and
North Korea are reinforcing strategic coordination based on existing treaty and political ties,
while Russia and North Korea are institutionalizing expanded military cooperation.

These changes constitute a process of competitive adaptation that increasingly links
security dynamics on the Korean Peninsula, across the Taiwan Strait, and in Europe. Rather
than forming a symmetrical ROK-US-Japan versus DPRK-China-Russia bipolar structure,
Northeast Asia is evolving into an “asymmetric alliance network order,” marked by different
organizational and institutional arrangements and by both stronger deterrence and greater
crisis instability. South Korea therefore needs to strengthen deterrence and strategic
autonomy within the ROK-US alliance while taking greater initiative on Korean Peninsula
issues through improved inter-Korean relations, differentiated diplomacy toward China and

Russia, and stronger regional crisis management.

Keywords: Alliance Modernization, Northeast Asian Alliance Order, ROK-US Alliance,

DPRK-China Alliance; DPRK-Russia Alliance
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