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Abstract

North Korea's Ninth Party Congress:
Analysis of Party Rules and Policy Implications

Kim In—tae and Kim ll-gi
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

North Korea amended the Party Rules of Korea at its Ninth Party Congress in February
2026. The amendments focused on strengthening party organization and completing the
institutionalization of the unitary command system under Kim Jong Un. The revised rules
incorporated the five—point party—building line for the new era, including political, ideological,
organizational, disciplinary, and work—style construction. As part of strengthening the entire
party, the amendments reorganized operational procedures for the Central Committee and
party organizations at all levels. Simultaneously, the party’s constitutional revisions were
synchronized with the Ninth Party Congress and the First Session of the 15th Supreme
People’s Assembly in March 2026, unifying governance standards and further consolidating
the Workers’ Party—centered party—state system built over the past 15 years.

The revision history of party rules itself embodies the dominant trajectory of the single—
party system and traces the hereditary line extending from Kim Il Sung through Kim Jong
Il to Kim Jong Un. Whereas amendments at the Seventh and Eighth Party Congresses
functioned as preliminary procedures emphasizing three—generation system legitimacy,
the Ninth Congress rules amendments constituted a completion procedure, removing
predecessors and codifying Kim Jong Un’s independent standing. The amendments
substantiated the authority and powers of the party leader and reinforced the overall
governance structure beneath that position. Significantly, the amended rules incorporated
the “two-state” framework and formally abandoned all provisions related to South Korean
policy and unification ideology. The Eighth Central Committee’s Tenth Plenary Meeting in

June 2024 had already deleted all references to unification and the nation in the party rules

| 18 |



preamble. Conversely, the party rules introduced wartime-related provisions in the functions
of party leadership bodies for the first time.

The 2026 amended party rules represent the authentic “Kim Jong Un party rules.” The
operational strength of the Workers’ Party—centered system is expected to increase

substantially, and implementation will concentrate on advancing the “Kim Jong Un era 2.0.”

Keywords: Kim Jong Un; Ninth Party Congress. party rules: unitary command system;

strengthening the entire party
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