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Smith, Sheila (2019) Japan Rearmed: The Politics of Military Power, Harvard University Press, p. 90-127.
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Abstract

Prospects for Revising Japan's Peace Constitution Under
PM Takaichi

Taeju Kim
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

Following the Liberal Democratic Party’s (LDP) landslide victory in the House of
Representatives general election, Prime Minister Takaichi's advocacy and discussions
regarding the revision of the Peace Constitution are drawing significant attention. Prime
Minister Takaichi has consistently argued for the necessity and justification of constitutional
amendment, advocating for Japan's transformation into a 'normal state." However, past
conservative right-wing LDP administrations—including those of Nobusuke Kishi, Yasuhiro
Nakasone, and Shinzo Abe—also continuously pursued revisions to the Peace Constitution
but failed to realize them, even when conditions seemed ripe. What, then, are the reasons
why former Japanese prime ministers who took office with high approval ratings like Prime
Minister Takaichi consistently saw their amendment efforts thwarted, failing to even table
a constitutional revision bill within the LDP? Will Prime Minister Takaichi be able to achieve
the constitutional amendment that failed in the past, now that a two—-thirds majority in the
House of Representatives has been secured? This project aims to examine and analyze the
logic behind the conservative LDP's need for constitutional revision, the contradictions in
the grounds for Takaichi's constitutional amendment, and the function of the Peace
Constitution within past LDP cabinets and Japanese society. Based on this, it seeks to
evaluate and analyze the substantive probability of success for the Takaichi cabinet's

constitutional amendment.

Keywords: Revision of the Peace Constitution, U.S.-Japan Alliance, Japan's Normalization,

Defence Oriented Policy, 'One Theater' Concept
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