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Abstract

Power Elite Recruitment in China and Russia:

A Comparative Study

Gabyong Yang
Seho Jang

(Institute for National Security Strategy)

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the intensifying strategic
competition between the U.S. and China have propelled
the transition of international order. China and Russia,
both revisionist states, are major driving forces that have

shifted the geopolitical landscape.

The power elites of China and Russia dominate the ruling
party and state apparatus and thus play an influential role
in the decision-making process of the respective countries.

Hence, it is crucial to assess the global perceptions of the

100

Abstract

power elites when analyzing the state behaviors of China
and Russia to understand and predict changes in the

international order.

This research explored the similarities and differences
between the power elite recruitment systems of China and
Russia, which are as follows: Regarding similarities, both
countries ascribe special significance to the recruitment
process as a motivating factor for the targets; apply
strict state regulations to the whole recruitment process:
provide a systematic education for the recruited members;
and encourage loyalty to the political system. On the
other hand, differences existed in the target and size of
recruitment, the degree of openness and irregularities in
the recruitment process, and the implications and impact

of generational shifts on elite recruitment.

The elite recruitment process of China and Russia
emphasizes “sustainability and stability,” rather than
“change and reform.” Both countries underscore the

leading role of the state and institutional order and
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coherence. A focus on ‘loyalty” during recruitment also
makes any drastic changes in the systems and policies

unlikely, even with generational shifts.

Therefore, South Korea needs to secure substantial
relations and continuous networks with the power elites
of China and Russia, including the next-generation elite
groups, and strive to enhance such ties to ensure the elites
of Beijing and Moscow maintain an amicable perspective

and attitude towards Seoul.

Keywords

China, Russia, power elites, recruitment,

difference, similarity
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