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Abstract

North Korea’s “Revised Party Rules” and

Prospects of Changes in Revolutionary Strategy toward South Korea

[I-Gi, Kim
Jae-Byung, Chae
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

During the 8th Party Conve, North Korea revised the Workers' Party of Korea rules and
changed the phrases related to the revolutionary strategy toward South Korea. The revised
party rules changed the purpose of the Workers’ Party of Korea from “performing the
task of national liberation and democratic revolution on a national scale” to “ealizing the
independent and democratic development of society on a national scale.” There are two
conflicting interpretations of the change in the wordings of North Korea's revolutionary
strategy toward South Korea. A line of arguments considers that the Workers’ Party of
Korea rules no longer seek the theory of the revolution in South Korea, and the revised rules
formalize that “Two-Korea” legally and institutionally. Another interpretation argues that
“realizing the independent and democratic development of society” is only a purifying phrase

of “national liberation-democratic revolution.” The difference in interpretation may depend
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Abstract

on whether we emphasize North Korea’s rationale(nominal purpose) or practice (substantive
purpose). If the Workers' Party of Korea rules changes their revolutionary strategy for
South Korea, it should delete content related to the “National Liberation and Democratic
Revolution.” Moreover, that process will probably be a tedious one. The revolutionary strategy
for South Korea is likely to continue until it reaches a stage where it can no longer define the
United States and South Korea as ‘enemies’ at this stage. We expect North Korea to discard
its revolutionary strategy toward South Korea in the Workers’ Party of Korea rules when
the Korean Peninsula establishes a peace regime and settle down peaceful coexistence,
leading to the stage of inter-Korean union. At this stage, the two Koreas are likely to make
peaceful coexistence. Also, North Korea is likely to establish diplomatic ties with the United
States, implying that North Korea will no longer define South Korea and the United States as

“enemies” anymore.

Keywords: Revolutionary Strategy for South Korea, National liberation-democratic revolution, North Korea,
Workers' Party of Korea Rules, Workers' Party of Korea Congress
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