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Abstract

Comparison of Change Process in North Korea

and China’s Guiding Ideology and Its Implications

Woen Sick Kim
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

The main purpose of this paper is to examine the change process and recent trends in
the guiding ideology of China and North Korea respectively and to compare the two to
reveal commonalities and differences. In addition, in the final conclusion section, these
considerations suggest implications for future U.S.-China ideological competition, changes
in relations between North Korea and China, and changes in North Korea's guiding ideology.
The change process of the guiding ideology of China and North Korea shows commonalities
such as succession, adherence to socialism, emphasis on economic construction, utilization
of nationalism, and the use of Confucian discourse. On the other hand, the two differ
in succession through parallel accumulation(China) and succession through unitary
integration(North Korea), acceptance of change through flexibility(China) and rigidity(North
Korea), and whether alternative democratic models are proposed. The key difference is that
the flexibility in China's guiding ideology change process is not found in the North's guiding

ideology change process. The final conclusion presents the following implications, based
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Abstract

on the above consideration: First, in the future, China will compete for alternative systems
through the Chinese model and for international order leadership through mutual respect
for sovereignty and the spread of logic of the community of shared future for all humankind.
Second, North Korea will actively ride on China's side in this ideological competition, citing
a common denominator of sticking to the socialist line. Third, in the future, discourse on the

“path of socialism” will spread further inside North Korea under the People-first Doctrine.

Keywords: Chinese guiding ideology, North Korean guiding ideology, U.S.-China ideological competition, North
Korea-China solidarity, socialism
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