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Abstract

Kim, Ho-Hong
Park, Bora

(Institute for National Security Strategy)

As climate change has become a major concern of the international community as a
global security threat, the Biden administration is seeking the recovery of its leadership in
the international community by leading the climate change issue in the global level as well as
taking a approach to the issue in the national security level. North Korea has also recognized
the climate change as an important challenge to the security and seemingly participated in
the international regime for climate change. The Yoon administration has been promoting
the response to climate change as an important policy task. With regard to the current
situation where the US-DPRK relation and inter-Korean relation are strained, respectively, it
is necessary to resolve tensions on the Korean Peninsula and seek a breakthrough in relation.
In this regard, climate change has been recognized as an emerging imminent threat to the
life of human beings and their future, which the ROK, DPRK, and the United States have
considered it crucial challenge, suggesting its possibility of potential agenda for trilateral
cooperation as a non-political issue. For these reasons, this report aimed to present a

strategy for promoting trilateral cooperation(ROK-DPRK-US) in dealing with climate change
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by reviewing the previous examples of trilateral cooperation in other countries. Previous
findings from the reviewed examples suggested the implications for the success of trilateral
cooperation: the agreement of the cooperation methods of the project parties, the discovery
of joint projects to enhance a common understanding and ownership of the parties, and
consideration of geopolitical and environmental factors between the parties. Basically, the
joint response to climate change between the two Koreas and the United States needs to
promote cooperation on an independent agenda, not directly related to political issues.
In addition, as for the method of cooperation, it is necessary to prioritize bilateral (Korea-
US) cooperation and use the results as a mechanism to promote trilateral (ROK-DPRK-US)
cooperation. As for the stage of cooperation, cooperation focused on software should be
promoted within the framework of sanctions against North Korea prior to relief of sanctions.
After the relief of sanctions, it should be developed into a full-fledged cooperation level
such as technology transfer and financial support. Referring to the specific contents of
cooperation, it is necessary to identify the projects that DPRK needs, and then discuss how to
cooperate with DPRK through the UN channel for US-DPRK, the upcoming COP27 meeting
in November, 2022, and special presidential envoy for climate Kerry’s Travel to DPRK. In the
phase of consultation with DPRK, projects related to the exchange of data and information

exchange, international workshops with inter-Korean academia, and mutual visits of experts
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should be promoted as priority projects. As mid-to-long-term projects, cooperation should
be expanded and developed into the development and transfer of eco-friendly technologies
(EST), storage and distribution of greenhouse gas absorption and distribution. renewable
energy power generation projects and cooperation projects in the field of climate disaster

adaptation technology.

Keywords: Biden Administration, Climate Change, Climate Security, Inter-Korean Cooperation, Trilateral
Cooperation
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