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Abstract

Change in North Korea’s External Policy and Perception of Circumstances

after the 4th Plenary Session of the 8th Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea

Sangkeun Lee

(Institute for National Security Strategy)

After the 4th Plenary Session of the 8th Central Committee of the Workers' Party of Korea,
North Korea’s new external policy focuses on expanding its security capability through
a rapid buildup of nuclear capability and developing close relationships with China and
Russia. As North Korea withdrew the moratorium on testing nuclear weapons and long-
range ballistic missiles, which was a premise of the North Korea-US Singapore Agreement,
the country has abandoned its efforts to improve ties with the United States, and returned to
the uncompromising nuclear weapon development strategy it had implemented until the end
of 2017. Meanwhile North Korea is consolidating its relations with China and Russia to secure
survival in the face of protracted conflict with the US. A shift in North Korea’s external policy
may have been attributed to the following factors: it’s decision that the possibility of security
or favorable economic conditions through improved relationship with the United States has
nearly disappeared; intensifying confrontation between the West and China and Russia;

confrontation between South Korea, United States, and Japan as one block and North Korea,
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China, and Russia as the other; and its belief that it can maintain domestic political and
economic stability in the face of a longstanding confrontation with the United States. North
Korea is likely to strengthen nuclear capability and continue seeking close ties with China
and Russia as it expects the confrontation between South Korea, US, and Japan and North
Korea, China, and Russia to last long. Capitalizing on international circumstances where it can
secure assistance from China and Russia, North Korea is highly likely to resume nuclear tests
and intercontinental ballistic missile tests. South Korea needs to develop military response
by bolstering its independent defense system against North Korea’s expansion of nuclear
capability, and securing reaffirmation of the United States’ commitment to provide extended
deterrence. Simultaneously, it is also necessary to express South Korea’s intention to solve
problems with the North through dialogue and cooperation, which would be instrumental in

preventing the revival of confrontation between the two power blocs in Northeast Asia.

Keywords: North Korea's nuclear development, uncompromising nuclear development strategy, moratorium
on nuclear weapons and ICBM tests, close relationship among North Korea, China and Russia,
cooperation among South Korea, US, and Japan, the New Cold War, blocization of international order
in Northeast Asia
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