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Abstract

Issues and Tasks in the discourse of peace

on the Korean Peninsula

Kim, Woen Sick

(Institute for National Security Strategy)

The purpose of this study is to further refine the existing
peace discourse and enhance its persuasiveness by reviewing
the relationship between the discourse of peace on the
Korean Peninsula and the security, human rights and
unification discourse. Since the advent of the Sunshine Policy,
fundamental criticisms have been continuously raised on the
idea of peace on the Korean Peninsula, such as appeasement
policy that weakens our security, avoidance and silence of
North Korea's poor human rights conditions, and division
management that gave up unification.

It is inevitable that the discourse of peace on the Korean
Peninsula, which seeks to dismantle the existing division
order and establish a new order on the Korean Peninsula,

conflicts with the existing order and existing discourse. At

Abstract

the same time, however, it cannot be denied that values such
as security, human rights and unification are still important
values that we cannot give up. Given this, in order for future
discourse of peace on the Korean Peninsula to expand its
legitimacy and persuasion, it is necessary to internalize the
values of security, human rights and unification more actively
beyond the existing dichotomous confrontations of peace and
security, peace and human rights, and peace and unification.

This study is intended to suggest ways for the values of
peace, security, human rights, and unification to enter into a
virtuous circle beyond the existing dichotomous confrontation
under the heading of “a virtuous cycle of security and peace,”
“change through access,” and “unification as a process.”

First of all, “the virtuous cycle of security and peace”
emphasizes the need to seek a virtuous circle of security
and peace through mutual cooperation beyond the limits
of the existing idea of security through the superiority
of power. Next, “change through access” emphasizes the
importance of expanding contacts with North Korea through
peace and gradual improving North Korean human rights
in order to overcome the limitations of existing human

rights-first discourse. Finally, “unification as a process”

115



suggests that unification should be set as a long-term task
and an open process on the premise of maintaining the
unification orientation after reviewing the problems of the
existing unification discourse and the inter-Korean peaceful

coexistence discourse, which is proposed as new alternatives.

Keywords

peace on the Korean Peninsula, security,

human rights, unification
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