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Abstract

North Korea’s Nuclear Command
and Control System:
Theoretical Prediction and Stability Outlook

Kim, Bomi

(Institute for National Security Strategy)

This study forecast the nuclear power command and control
system of DPRK and predicts the stability of the command
and control system in the wake of the continued expansion of
the nuclear force structure in the future. As with conventional
weapons, the key to the nuclear weapons command and
control system is to ensure that nuclear weapons operate
normally when ordered to use them, and never operate
without instructions. The former is called positive control
and the latter is called negative control, and the trade-off
between the positive control and the negative control is called
an ‘always/never’ dilemma.Each nuclear power determines

the form of the command and control system according to

Abstract

internal and external factors such as the size of nuclear power,
the degree of external threats, and civil-military relations.
In the case of North Korea, the internal political situation is
more likely to be a critical factor in determining the command
and control system rather than external threats. The rigid and
mutually unfriendly party-military relations and the absolute
authority of the supreme leader, Kim Jong Un will make the
command and control system to emphasize the negative
control during peacetime and lead to an assertive command
and control system. However, if negative control is overly
emphasized, positive control will be weakened, making it
difficult to flexibly cope with crises such as surprise attacks
or decapitation strikes. Therefore, it is expected that North
Korea will temporarily delegate the authority to use nuclear
weapons to the Central Military Commission of the Korean
Worker's Party in order to strengthen positive control of
nuclear weapons in times of crisis. North Korea is expected
to form a dual command and control system that maintains
negative control during peacetime according to domestic
political characteristics and temporarily strengthens positive
control in order to respond sensitively to external threats in

times of crisis. In the future, as the nuclear arsenal of North
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Korea expands, North Korea is likely to face various problems
such as the lack of nuclear-use controls, conflicts between the
ruling party and the military over the diversification of nuclear

weapons, and the limitation of its ability to operate SLBMs.

Keywords

North Korea, nuclear weapons,
command and control system, positive control,

negative control, nonproliferation
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