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7FA1 AL 1o NAFTA(North American Free Trade Agreement, &
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11) David Corn, “Donald Trump Says He Doesn’t Believe in ‘American Exceptional
ism,”” Mother Jones, June 2016.
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2016/06/donald-trump-american-
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12) “2015 China Article IV Concluding Press Conference,”"IMF Videos,, 2015. 5. 26.
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13) Lowell Dittmer, “Trump on China,”"Asian Perspective no. 41, 2017, pp.
678~679.

14) Bonnie S. Glaser, “Trump and Xi Break The Ice at Mar-a-lago,”"Comparative
connections: US-CHINA Relations,, CSIS, May 2017, p. 24.



18« AR IM 18-12 | EHZ-AINY A]7| DIF A S8 1Y 22|2] 9w -t Hao| o)

o] B3 Aol WTOO| A&tk Adst vk 5 A £
ofofl A u]=t9] tiF ek A3k A o= Heltt,

E4, EHRY QuetE AL ‘W= SAFO = I HHE]
o] k. ol gt Y2 S0l A AlL]7} ofrt. TRk QtE
FEAA FEEGE 58 uo] AT 2oE HolA 153t 5
B=rEo] tiu|EACA FESE AAF QM A o]0 A= HT
St g7k wrohu zﬂlE}h Jgolct. stHo gz Quul HJRA7|o] 4AY
A =, A 5 AEH sYH7ERY BAE HUo] Y6l
‘114“4*15 OE HHoRE B9 -FTA AEAold Heju] 4S8

20149 FeehE 3 JAS H=9

<t 5 E}Hmﬂoﬂ Az HE—':]101] o
(EAS)l| ZA5to] 159 ‘AE1L A, ‘ulokulo] S AA =gto g 4
Eoﬂ% Hht Sh7]ofefet & Hﬂ% A%

Yoixd Fejuol Fe2H s
37| % &F9ict.'® EFIO] o]
< AA L FAol T s ?3(} UHH JFY A1s H’a; =
02 A En ‘ofrfotol| 4 9] F4l5% o] 5(Pivot in Asia) ©]2tal H7}E]
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19) Aaron Blake, “Donald Trump's Full Inauguration Speech Transcript, Annotated,”
"Washington Posty, 2017. 1. 20.

20) "EF I of 7} migt H0- A7 BHEETE Wi7F A B A TRASA ), 2017. 8. 23.

21) Mel Gurtov, “The Shape-Shifter.” PeaceVoice, 2017. 4. 19.
www.peacevoice.info/2017/04/19/the-shape-shifter (|8 Y: 20174 129 149)
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The Current Status of and the Prospects
for the Sino-US Relations in the Trump-Xi Era:
the Implications for the South Korean Diplomacy

and Security Policy

Yoo Hyun Chung
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

The purpose of this essay is to forecast the Sino-US relations under the
Trump-Xi leadership and explore the South Korean government’s responses.
Lately, the conflict between the US and China is intensifying. As the trade
balance adjustment and frictions over unfair economic policies between
the two countries are underway, the economic conflict is intensifying.
And their competition is accelerating in terms of regional security over
the Korean Peninsula issues such as the dismantling of the North Korean
nukes, the Taiwan Straight issue, and the territorial disputes in the South
China Sea. The National Security Strategy (NSS; December 2017) and the
National Defense Strategy (NDS- January 2018) define China as ‘a revisional
power that threatens the security and prosperity of the United States’, and
the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA- Aug, 2018) includes strong
penalties on China in all the areas including trade, investment, and security.
In response, the Chinese leadership views the stiff anti-China pressuring
from the US as intended to curb China’s influence and regional dominance
and show increasingly high levels of circumspection and concern. In the

Trump-Xi regime, we need to revise our perspective on the erstwhile Sino-
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US relations. So far, the Sino-US relations have been viewed in the paradigm
of ‘the US as the superpower and China challenging its hegemony’. In the
Trump-Xi regime, however, the new paradigm should be ‘Rising China and
the US trying to check and manage it’. As the two governments approach
the bilateral agendas strictly from the ‘Country First’ perspective, the US
administration’s pressuring on China will continue and the Xi Jinping
leadership will maintain its hard-line stance with the aim of strengthening
its domestic power. As the Sino-US economic conflict is likely to get
protracted and structured, the South Korean government urgently needs
to come up with a strategic plan to respond to the changing security regime
around the Korean Peninsula. Externally, the country needs to figure out
the real intentions of the leaderships of the two countries by fully operating
the communication channels between the two countries. And internally,
we should create a dedicated task force for the Sino-US relations composed
of experts and upgrade the speed and specialization of our policy response.
Furthermore, considering the growing uncertainty on the security regime
around the Korean Peninsula, we should create all possible scenarios for
the current situation and prepare backup plan, plan B etc. to respond to
them. Lastly, the South Korean government needs to propose the Action for
Action plan in which all countries concerned will participate and thereby
resolve the conflictual structure in which the Chinese economic supports in
step with the phased denuclearization of North Korea lead to the Sino-US
economic conflict.

Keyword: Sino-US relations, Sino-US economic conflict, the Taiwan Straight issue,
territorial disputes, the North Korean nukes
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