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Abstract

Strategic Cooperation between Korea and Russia:

Main Issues and Tasks

SUH, Dong-Joo
JANG, Se-Ho
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

In this report, we will comprehensively evaluate major achieve-
ments and limitations of the development of bilateral relations, and
draw up directions and tasks for the future development, as we look
back on the path of the development of bilateral relations around
the 30th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations
between Korea and Russia. Since the establishment of the diplomatic
relations, Korea and Russia have been developing their bilateral
relationship steadily, including establishing the Strategic Cooperative
Partnership in 2008. A total of 33 summit meetings played a key
role in the development of bilateral relations. It was an important
achievement to identify the cooperation issues between the two
countries and to agree on directions for future relations. Cooperation
between the two countries, which was conducted at the civilian and

1.5-track level, was also an important factor that boosted strategic

Abstract

cooperation. However, there have been many elements of conflict
regarding the convergence of shared interests between the two
countries and various issues. Currently, issues such as North Korea's
nuclear and missile capabilities, THADD deployment, three-way
cooperation between the two Koreas and Russia, the Northeast
Asian Multilateral Security Cooperation System, and breakup of
the INF Treaty are highlighted as major issues of South Korea-U.S.
military cooperation. In addition, major tasks that the two countries
should address in the future include the systematization of strategic
communication, the achievement of $30 billion in trade volume in
2020, solid follow-up measures to the summit talks, coordination of
mutual strategic positions, seeking the interface between the New
Eastern Policy and the New Northern Policy, and the promotion
of public diplomacy. Currently, Korea-Russia relations are judged
to be in a certain state of stagnation, and a re-emergence through
the qualitative growth of the Strategic Cooperative Partnership is

urgently needed.

Keywords

Diplomatic Ties, Korea—Russia Relations, Strategic

Cooperation, New Northern Policy, New Eastern Policy
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