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1 John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: Norton, 2001), p. 5.
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2 Jonathan D. Pollack, “The Changing Political-Military Environment: China,” Zalmay Khalilzad eds., The
United States and Asia: Toward a New U.S Strategy and Force Posture (Santa Monica: The RAND Cor-
poration, 2001), pp. 141-142; Taylor M. Fravel, “China’s Search for Military Power,” The Washington
Quarterly, Vol.31, No.3(2008), pp. 131-136.
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3 The White House, National Security Strategy, December 2017.
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4 Stephen G. Brooks and William C. Wohlforth, “The Risa and Fall of the Great Power in the 21st Cen—
tury: China’s Rise and the Fate of America’s Global Position,” /nternational Security, Vol.40, No.3
(2015/2016), pp. 7-53.
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Abstract

A Research on Modernization of

the People’s Liberation Army

Park, Byung—Kwang
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

This research examines the background and development of
the People's Liberations Army, the trend of modernization and
effects on the Korean peninsula. Today, China's rise is already
becoming a reality in the military sector beyond the economic
realm. For over two decades, the China has been engaged in
a grand project to transform its military into a modernized
fighting force capable of defeating major foreign powers. It
will be eventually change the balance of power that maintains
international order. The goal of China’s military buildup is to
be a major power countries like the US and Japan, not South
Korea. However China's military buildup could be a significant
security dilemma for South Korea, which maintains a ROK-

US alliance. China’s modernization of its military forces and

Abstract

continued points of sharp difference with the US on foreign
policy in the Asia-Pacific have increasingly forced the US
military and policy communities to prepare for the possibility
of a serious confrontation with China. Meanwhile, China’s
military buildup could ultimately change the security balance
between the US and China in the region surrounding the
Korean peninsula. On the basis of the ‘Strategic Cooperative
Partnership Relations” with China, South Korea should expand
exchanges and cooperation with China and focus on building
muture trust in the military sector. At the same time, South
Korea must develop its self-reliance military build up and
consider the effective use of the ROK-US alliance in order to
respond to the threats of neighboring major powers such as
China. South Korea must have a minimum deterrent to strike
any other neighbor major power countries that threatens us,

such as hedgehog.

Keywords

China, military build up, PLA,
ROK-US alliance, hedgehog strategy
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