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Abstract

The U.S. Army’s Biodefense Paradigm Shift and
Implications for the Republic of Korea Army:
from Biodefense to Warfighting

HyunJung(Henry) Kim
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

The U.S. Army’s 2026 Army Biodefense Strategy represents more than an effort to strengthen
traditional CBRN capabilities. It reframes biological threats as operational conditions affecting
force projection, maneuver, sustainment, and combat power, and integrates biodefense
across warfighting functions. This shift builds on the 2023 CWMD Strategy, which emphasized
resilience and the ability to prevail in CBRN environments, and the 2023 Biodefense Posture
Review, which institutionalized an all-hazard approach to biological threats. The 2026
strategy advances this process by linking predictive biosurveillance, common operating
pictures, command and control, commander decision—-making, and mission assurance.

The ROK military, meanwhile, continues to develop substantial third—generation CBRN
capabilities in response to North Korea's biological warfare threat while incorporating NGS,
biosurveillance, and Al-enabled decision support. The key ROK-U.S. difference is therefore
not simply a technology or capability gap, but a paradigm gap between capability modernization
and architecture transformation. This report analyzes that divergence through three
dimensions—the way biological threats and missions are conceptualized, the way capabilities
are developed, and the level of interoperability—and proposes a phased approach to developing

a Korean biodefense warfighting architecture while preserving existing CBRN capabilities.

Keywords: Biodefense; CBRN Defense; Biodefense Warfighting: ROK-U.S. Interoperability;

Mission Assurance
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