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Abstract

Why Does North Korea Claim to Play a Central Role
in Building a Multipolar World?

Sangkeun Lee
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

In recent years, North Korea has expressed its determination to lead the construction of a
multipolar world. North Korea defines the multipolar world as an equal and fair international
order, and as a future that will inevitably arrive according to the laws of historical
development. North Korea’s concept of a multipolar world appears to have developed under
the influence of China and Russia. North Korea applies the concept of a multipolar world to
justify its existing foreign and security policies that continue confrontation with the U.S.
North Korea is strengthening cooperation with China and Russia by asserting that they are
partners in building a multipolar world. At the same time, it appears to be employing a
strategy to avoid subordination to China and Russia by emphasizing the need to pursue an
equitable and just multipolar world. It is also North Korea’s strategy to elevate itself to a
position equal to China and Russia by claiming to be the center of the construction of a
multipolar world, and to strengthen its standing among countries dissatisfied with the US-
centered international order. North Korea, which has prided itself on being a nuclear power,
seems to harbor the expectation that it could form one of the poles itself if a multipolar
world is realized. North Korea is expected to actively utilize the concept of a multipolar
world to consolidate relations with China and Russia, as well as strengthen relations with
the Global South. There is also a possibility that it may participate as an observer in
multilateral organizations led by China and Russia, or attempt to build a trilateral alliance
between North Korea, China, and Russia. Even if these moves materialize, North Korea,
lacking overall capabilities other than military power, will not be able to play a central role

in building a multipolar world. While the concept of a multipolar world has the effect of
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solidifying the confrontational relationship between North Korea and the U.S., it also has
the potential to provide a rationale for North Korea to engage in negotiations on equal

footing with the U.S. as a powerful nation leading the construction of a multipolar world.
Keywords: North Korean foreign policy, multipolarization, multipolarity, North Korea—-U.S.

relations, North Korea—Russia relations, North Korea-China relations, Global

South, New Cold War
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