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Abstract

A Policy Approach toward a
Nuclear—-Free Korean Peninsula

Sung Hoon Lee - Sunwoo Paek - Jisun Yi - Kyoung—-Seok Ha
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

This research seeks to establish a policy framework for halting North Korea's nuclear
development and inducing its engagement amidst the prevailing volatility in inter—Korean
relations. The proposed strategy rests on three integrated pillars: building trust, providing
economic incentives, and utilizing multilateral arms control frameworks. By fostering trust
between Seoul, Washington, and Pyongyang, the plan aims to stabilize the negotiation
environment, while economic rewards serve as a catalyst for North Korean responsiveness.
Furthermore, by incorporating North Korea into multilateral disarmament platforms, the
study enhances the practical feasibility of achieving a nuclear—free Korean Peninsula.

To build trust, the study emphasizes the preemptive restoration of military agreements and
the opening of high-level dialogue and liaison offices to provide essential security assurances.
Economic incentives are designed as a phased roadmap, beginning with humanitarian aid
and progressing toward partial sanction relief and full-scale economic cooperation as nuclear
freezes are verified. To ensure realistic progress, the study suggests a functional approach
to multilateralism, allowing North Korea to participate in specific arms control working
groups—focusing on measures such as freezing fissile material—even if formal membership
remains difficult. Ultimately, this approach advocates for South Korea to act as a diplomatic
pacemaker, combining pragmatic incrementalism with robust international coordination to

broaden communication channels and maintain denuclearization momentum.

Keywords: Nuclear-Free Korean Peninsula, Three-Stage Denuclearization, Trust—-Building,

Economic Incentives, Multilateral Arms Control
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