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Abstract

The Middle East War and the Global Polycrisis:
Assessment and Implications

Yonghwan Choi - Yunhee Kim - Seho Jang - Sung Hoon Lee - Byung Ok Ahn - Il Seok Oh
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

This report examines the Middle East War—triggered by the United States and Israel’s
preemptive strikes on Iranian soil on February 28, 2026—as a conflict that transcends regional
boundaries and precipitates structural transformations across international politics, military
affairs, economics, and emerging security domains. Drawing on an analysis of the war’s causes
and trajectory, the report derives comprehensive implications across these four dimensions and
advances the following policy recommendations. First, with respect to military security, the
report calls for: enhancing defensive capabilities to counter North Korea's asymmetric threats;
securing the military innovation and force structure necessary to underpin such capabilities; and
elevating the Republic of Korea's strategic autonomy. Second, on energy and economic security,
the report recommends: restructuring the national energy mix; diversifying supply chains; and
establishing a dedicated inter—agency body—tentatively designated the Energy Security
Commission. Third, in the domain of emerging security, the report identifies the following as
priority imperatives: strengthening public education and outreach on democratic resilience;
leading international norm-setting and governance discussions on artificial intelligence;
enhancing capacity to counter influence operations and cognitive warfare: and reinforcing the
competitiveness of the defense industry ecosystem. Finally, from a Korean Peninsula
perspective, the report argues that in order to navigate the growing tension between alliance
entrapment and abandonment in an era of normalized conflict, the Lee Jae—myung administration
should accelerate the repatriation of wartime operational control (OPCON) as a near-term
objective within the current presidential term. In parallel, given the ripple effects of the Middle
East War, the report recommends recalibrating the anticipated inflection point on the Korean

Peninsula to the second half of 2026 and undertaking the requisite groundwork accordingly.
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