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Abstract

North Korea’s External and Inter—Korean Strategies in
the Aftermath of the 9th Congress of the
Workers’ Party of Korea and the First Session of the
15th Supreme People’s Assembly

[I-Gi Kim
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

This article examines North Korea's external and inter Korean strategies as presented at the
9th Congress of the Workers’ Party of Korea and the First Session of the 15th Supreme
People’s Assembly, and suggests policy considerations for South Korea’s North Korea
policy. It argues that North Korea sees the current international order as a period of disorder
and change and seeks to use it to expand its strategic space. Under Kim Jong Un’s direct
leadership, Pyongyang has placed the defense of national interests at the center of its
external policy, while maintaining a hard line toward the United States and leaving open the
possibility of conditional dialogue. It is also likely to pursue a more active external strategy
through closer cooperation with Russia, restored relations with China, and broader
diplomacy with the Global South. In inter Korean relations, North Korea has redefined the
two Koreas as two hostile states and is expected to continue cutting off inter Korean ties,
maintaining military pressure, and seeking direct dealings with the United States while
excluding South Korea. In response, South Korea should recognize that a near term
improvement in inter Korean relations is unlikely and prioritize a risk management approach
that reduces the danger of military conflict, preserves the minimum basis for renewed
dialogue, strengthens coordination with the United States, and prepares independent

confidence building measures for future diplomatic openings.

Keywords: North Korea, external strategy, inter—Korean relations, Workers’ Party of Korea,

Supreme People’s Assembly
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